I nm writing about the editorial 
“The Hoover File” |Dec. 16|. After 116 
years, l retired from the FBI in 1976. J. 
Edgar Hoover’s last appointment of an 
assistant director before his death was 
the writer. I shouldn’t tell The Post 
this because it has him down as being 
senile in 1971. As assistant director of 
the Special Investigative Division, my 
responsibilities included overall super- 
vision of all organized crime investiga- 
tions, all fugitive investigations and all 
special inquiry investigations of presi- 
dential appointees. 

The Post says, “Mr. Hoover kept 
files that were not accessible even to 
top bureau assistants.” Wrong. All of 
these files were indexed in the main 
bureau index. The only difference was 
that the index had a “stop” on it. To 
see the file, one had to first clear with 
the Rector ’suffice to confirm that the 
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need to see the file was legitimate. 
After Mr. Hoover’s death, the files 
were placed in the main files of the bu- 
reau. To do otherwise would have re- 
quired an exemption from the Archiv- 
ist of the United States. 

My guess is that the purpose of the 
editorial was 1) to sell newspapers and 
2) to help Athan Theoharis sell his new 
book. But the tone of it makes it sound 
like Mr. Hoover spent his time running 
back and forth to the White House, 
passing along “vicious bits of informa- 
tion.” As a matter of actual fact, 
records would show that you could 
count on your fingers the number of 
times he went to see the various presi- 
dents, and usually it was when he was 
called to the White House for a specific 
purpose. 

It is to Mr. Hoover’s everlasting 
credit that more than 10 years after his 
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death The Post is still writing “There 
have been rumors in this town . . .” and 
it comes up empty with facts. 

As for the allegation that “every bit 
of rumor, hearsay, trivia and poten- 
tially scandalous or embarrasing infor- 
mation about political figures was com- 
piled and saved,” The Post must cer- 
tainly do the same thing because it 
keeps coming up with the same old 
rumors of “implied threats.” 

I do agree with The Post that Wil- 
liam Webster is doing a good job — but 
check those files: he is on record as dis- 
agreeing that Mr. Hoover’s name 
should be removed from the FBI 
Building. By putting this in the 
same paragraph, it ajmost sounds like 
The Post is implying that Judge Web- 
ster ,l .\yonder^ > -anew” with The Post 
how the^iirrent FBI Building is so 
named. 

WILLIAM V. CLEVELAND 

Arlington 


